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% 1t is with deep regret and grieving
ihearts that one of ourfirst tasks is

'to chronicle the death of our dear

friend and former employer, Ray
Link.
Ray had intimated for several

years past that it was his desire that
Wwe be his successors, and it was with
true gratification, yet a sense of nos-
talgia, that only a few days ago he
signed the papers to transfer The

ciated for fifty years, to our owner-
ship. It was our only wish that
we could prove worthy of the trust
he had placed upon us, and that he
would be here for many years to
give us advice and counsel.

But time took its toll, swiftly and
definitely, on Saturday afternoon.
when he suffered a cerebral hemor-
rhage at 1:30 o’clock. He was at
home, where he had spent so many
confining months and with him were
his faithful wife, Cecelia, and his
nephew, Haws Lambourn. He was
hastily removed to St. Mary’s hospi-
tal, Streator, in fervid hopes that he
would respond to treatment, but he
did not regain consciousness and at
12:30 a. m. passed away.

The body was Dbrought to the
Thierry funeral home where he lay
in state until the time of the funeral
at 1:30 o’clock Wednesday afternoon.
Scores of friends came to pay their
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' Index, with which he had been assg- |
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|learned the trade which he was to
| follow the rest of his life.

g He came to Wenona, October 31,
1 1904, when his good friends, Madge
‘and the late George Braymen advis-
‘ed him of a vacancy at The Index of-
|fice. On November 1, he was hired
by the late Ofis Montgomery, as
| printer and remained with him until
jthe time of his death, October 30,
: 1630.

' During the ownership of N. F.
| Purcell, Ray retained an interest in
|the paper but was not an active
’.\member of the staff. Mr. J}?urcell
| died in September, 1942, and ‘on the
| following January 1, Ray became the
| owner and publisher of The Index.
1 He gave the community a clean and
| wholesome paper with the better-
| ment of the community foremost in
| his mind. He assisted every worth-
' while project, the churches, the
i{schools, the clubs and organizations.
| In spite of physical handicap and
i much suffering for many years with
| 3 rheumatic condition, Ray continued
lto manage the publications until
| June 13, 1953, when he was unfor-
§tunately struck by a bicycle on
{ Chestnut street and thrown to the
sidewalk, the result which confined
‘him to the hospital and later to his
thome for many tedious months.

Due to his continued inability to

return to the office and assume his
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