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“{known to all, possessed all these |

_|which is difficult to fill.

A TRIBUTE TO MISS EDITH

(Margaret A. Lawless)

“They overwhelmed me with
words of praise. I do not feel that
they are deserved. If I have per- s
formed my teaching duties in a sat- [

isfactory manner, it has been because | &
I gave them the same care and atten- |ii

tion I would have given my own af- | fi
fairs. If there were a few unpleas- il
ant things to contend with, there n
was always a large measure of pleas- | ¥
ure and satisfaction in being able to |8
acclaim some of the things for which ir
I labored. The many recognitions ':
extended me will always be cherish- °
ed as a memento of a most happy |
period in my life, and will provide |’
pleasant memories in the sanctuaryj
of my own home.” -
There was a tinge of sadness in
those thoughts expressed to me by,
Miss Edith, beloved friend of all,
when she was being feted this past
year on her retirement after forty- -
three years of successful teaching in
our local public school. ¢
Truly this is an age of strenuous
business and social activities, and
men and women are very much en-
grossed in their own affairs; but not
to such an extent as to be oblivious
to the honorable and faithful serv- .
ices of a public servant. !
As a rule, we do net commend pub- |
lic servants. If they make mistakes,, !
we criticize and censure them whole- |
heartedly; if they do their work well, !
we are silent, excusing ourselvesI
with the thought that it is only what i
we expected of them, otherwise theyi
would not have been entrusted with !
the position. ‘
This is not right. When an indi-:
vidual has ability, good judgment,
kindness, consideration, honesty, and
the ability to make friends and keep
them, they should receive whole-
hearted commendation.
Miss Edith, as she was familiarly

- -

qualities, and has left a wvacancy |«
She was
assured of the community’s grateful
appreciation of her wvaluable teach-
ing services, by the honors she so
justly deserved.

Truly, today there must be great
satisfaction in the hearts of members
of the School Board, associate teach-
ers, parents, students and friends,
who recognized and paid tribute to
a woman of staunch character and
high ideals. One who won the love
and resepect of all. One who left

‘i{so many happy memories as she

traveled through this vale of tears. ;
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OUR BELDVED TEACHE
CALLED BY DEATH ANGEL

‘Miss Edith Gants Passed Away
In Sleep Monday Morning:;
{ Final Rites This Afternoon

!

All Wenona is mourning the death
of a loved citizen, Miss Edith Gants,
who passed away in her sleep Mon-
day morning in her home. She had
been ailing with heart trouble for
several years but maintained a rea-
sonably active life. In June, follow-
ing her resignation from teaching,
she was honored at open house in
‘her third grade room, which was at-
tended by a large number of former
pupils and friends. Many times she
had said, “I want to be away from
here when school starts, so I think
I'll take a little trip.” This feeling
was understandable in one who had
taught in the Wenona school for 43
years of her teaching life.

Miss Edith’s gracious ways, her
kind thoughtfulness of others, her
sincere affection for children and
adults, make her unforgettable.

She had traveled to more parts of

nona and was always willing to
share her travels with others when
asked to appear on programs, which
she did in her unassuming way.

She was a member of St. John’s
Methodist church, the Woman’s Lit-
erary Club, the Bond Library Board,
and the Eastern Star.

The body was taken to the Thierry
funeral home where a constant file
of relatives, friends and former pu-
pils came to pay their last tributes.
Funeral services were held at two
o’clock this afternoon in the Metho-
dist church with Rev. Dee Walburn
conducting the service. Mrs. George
Lambourn sang two beautiful solos,
“In the Garden” and “The Lord’s
Prayer.” She was accompanied by
her daughter, Anabel.

Pallbearers were George Ball, Bob
Kemp, Howard Campbell, Martin
Appleton, Edwin Hawley of Tonica,
and Arthur Wilson of McNabb. In-
terment was made in the family lot
in the Cumberland cemetery.

Edith Gants, daughter of Thomas
and Hannah (Wilson) Gants, was
born February 6, 1889 in Varna.
While she was still small, the family
lived in Fairbury a short time, then
moved to Wenona where they spent
the rest of their lives.

She is survived by two sisters,
Miss Florence of Texarkana, Texas,
who was her companion on most of
her travels, and Mrs. Stella Rosser
of Stanwood, Washington. Both ar-
rived here on Tuesday to attend the
funeral. One sister, Mrs. Edna At-
kinson, of Hamilton, Ontario, Cana-
da, and her parents preceded her in
death.
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