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'TCHE' M^SFIEIJDi' dE^TERYV 

This Uttle cemetery, probably totally unknown to ail but the old- ; 

est of the "pjd, tfmers"*ofVthe'-Henry-Whltefleld area, Is variousiyS 
toown.a^tHi^^B^^^ph^J^VT^fleld Presbyterian," or simply 
"Mansfield" cemetery.' irprpbabiyliaa~neve^ been given an officialV 
name, but .was,.the parish cemetery, or "church-yard," of what was' 
officially kno&tVCft. ^ . r e c o r d s of the Presbytery oj Peoria) 'as the 
Mansfield Kestiyt^rW church'. ' r>-' ' " u* - ' -

Almost-any of-thosa-narnes-mightJbiye_b^enabout equally accu-* 
rate, however, aVth'e Mansfield church, was I h e oniyTPresbyterlari—| 
church in Whttefleid, arid also} thVoniy "church constructed of bride:",'; 
As the church was. called by anyone speaking of It,' so probably was its'.J 
cemetery; we shall, howeyert-'.forjthje.sake'qf the. official-name of the; 
church, refer to It bv toe name of MTris2ieldr~(We--have not t h a i a l n j t ^ 
esVidea, though/oPth6'r6r?g'm" o^'slgnlfleance of the name.) 
* It was one of at least two, and probably three, church parish ' 
ce'meteriesilrljttie township* ? One.other .'such; tthe Whltefield Center ' 
(Methodist) cemetery, weshagjtakejfor:pU£topic in the next installs 

that -thriia. f if •mv.ofttrfette^^&eny^ddBtoiis.. or corrections'toV 
'rn^kV'lrTthemr we'would §flaSl^-^eteqmf^^y(^ii5Mm^^^^C 

p a r t l y antici'patirig, w r j t i ^ f i ^ r ^ e a ^ l a l y ^ l w o ^ e & j f e g ^ ; ; and 

n ^ r ? f ^ y r ? ^ 0 ^ P ? r f ' ^ h ^ J ^ B d h l ^ n ^ ^ -have-never learned-ioil.-:-
sure, anaM^"hoOT^'Syu«i : ,tbecause it is now c o m p l e t e i ^ o n -

- ^exlstant^for^ac&^jahy sure^knowledgeof it,'whether it was or wa$ 
riot the' " p t f l c l a F l p ^ 
T . .. * ' - '-̂V *- ' . '•• .1—1 .- . _ T 1. « K r n H A j + In Milan Christian cburch~ It-seamed ;always to have been referred to in olden 
documents as the ^Bursoh" 'cemetery, after two'Burson' brothers who 
wefevery'ins^m'ental .Jjf organising 'that church; and -it was located 
a^jacent''to.the'churchl:'. ^ \ -Vr' ' ' h 4 -., 
' ~ Probably Fourth 'vyhltelield. Cemetery 

. Lacking any Eositfve.^onriatlori about-this Burson cemetery, and} 
especially its prjgin'^ an^-d^tes^Jt a'ppears.that the Mansfield ceme* 
tery was probably the fourth.^ of 'the six Whltefield' parish, neighbor-" 
hood, aijd' SfUltp^Ui'id^pea^'tp be openeid.t^Bpnham .in 1846? 
Nigh'swbnger^ji l^'''('prob^blyj»;!!'Sugar'Grove, the,/towhshlp;s.only, 

•JMIfejlc, o t t ^ ^ t t i t f t k I ; c ^ , t ^ L a b p t t f .-185S-56; -and* Mansfield more 
than lilceKafcotiFih^tl^^ 
1858. (^?^te)ftelalc1^12tii^n^ , church^* ad joining the Burson ceme­

t e r y , w * » W i § a ) j ' v — ? > 7 
>A)^]){^4tSr%>)lsl%t-^:.nQ^«4- W currently-used Marshall county 

uy.resembling• rathescloselyfhoss. ln the Putnam/dirig» \ %#y<i ~' - ' ' • : ' l : . / V . ' :

> ; 

. . . • • " »'l-\--rr- * 
atefie>»aiij6r 
theri-i-probably, 
tlaa 'rhurch arid the Saratoga.Methodist church before 'their'recent***^ 
rnbdellrig. ..She. did hot remember Whetherahy of the a^Ieswerecaif^: 1 

peted^or i iot^few were, in thosa-Jdays. The church h|ia:.o^-^fit)c4l 
alsle,)a'nd3too 
pitplatiorin, s t 6 p d . . a t j i m e ^ s p u t ^ e n d . ' - . s ' V ^ K ^ M ^ ! ^ ^ ^ -
.re'-.'MUsic was'furnished sbmetimes i>y •a^^i^'i^eame&.li^pjie^blC; 
^e^pld-^e^jtarlo^or^^^^i^iV^e very cpmrAoii ^ t h o s e i d a y s ^ ' 
Thei\^d\>iyfe;"pV6babIy:^ side, wpre of plSin^lass#' ' 
s£ained gias§ wo\iia^iiave^ore"'ih8^1dSu%d-M^'<^ pf-^eVc¥urc&^ 

Lightingfor.evenmg'services,.which.were alvvays held^yery.Suriri.. 
day evening," was accomplished by two, or. pos'sibly^three cMandellersr 
ma*de,uri; of kerosene.'lampsTwhlch^could belowered fromythe'eelUng^ 
by^hTilns-orTiulleySf^or-llghJtog^ndlwctln^Ishuig.;. A fte.w^other^"1 

sp;adorned,th^side-walls.in s;between lthe tyi&Siowa.' " ! v - 1 ',|r'3 

..^Thiese details! are'to: the" be'si of] the memory; and recollection; of? 
our. informant, ^recently deceased, t ^ b o . - a d i ^ t t e ^ t h a t ' a ^ e ^ i ^ ^ e n ^ i 
JcloiiM.hKva "gotten mixed up-with* other 'cAui^es^iiiv^^jtefieid^ai^' 

partly out: of -pure; curlfeslty~tO"k'now; wjno^haVnieinb^^jS^^oi^jSOj^ 
out 'of hanfT'wlth his little .'temper tantrum on the matt'erro'f lp.cation;. 
wie have quoted, we'asked the stated clerk (permanent-executive'sec­
retary) of .the Presbytery, of Peoria for the loan'of. the .sessionjminutesf 
of- the Ijchurch. -'-The book -wis. mailed .us^uninsured^an'd'som'eHbwi' 
got lost-in the mails: our oniy„cr A ~ v " • -
historical material.' _ 

D o c ; Wagner 
^ Henry/. J l k j 

What Triggers the Duck Migrertfbn 
i i - ^ o r n ^ e j r o r t h l c m d ? , 

One'JontHe ftiosFTinfereSilhg^as-t 
pects^of.ducki>uhtlrigfis;the*annui _ , . - . . 
al game"of;trylng to-guess when JuncUbn;with;?efirges;has;received 

^TJie--^urcliiiunctloried_wi}ll _for about/30 to .35 years':<aXt.erv-its 

the. ducks will apfive-alohglthe th 
iinois Val ley.^o 'onelki idws posi­
tively, "Just what causes~~fhTs~tre^ 
mendous flight of-birds'from Can­
ada, although in a way everybody 
knows the .weather has something 

t r T r T s e r l o u i ^ o s ^ f ^ u j a b l ^ i l 0 , £ 0 . w i J h JJ'- ' — " ' ' ' ^ u » ^ ^ w a o i f c _ j ^ t e i t o M ^ well 
- -->-••' • i agree that", flights are—gtHrtBrJ-

in Cah-
building was- completed, bTitTrtiout—that-time, began ;to' experi'ehce' 
serious'< losses iri'membershlpr from members moving furthe^-Jwest 
to Iowa; Nebraska,''ipnri'esota,'. .and Kansas . :—,a ' ra ther"«»mmoii 
thing -in, those days -r— and , the lost members were rfet replaced!-by 
new ones among ' the ' l a te r p'ewcomers ' to .-this- area,. most\'of iwhbm i 
seemetl to.be'bf other religious preferences... \ - \ . ; v 

Tliese losses had become so serious in the late 1880's that' there 
was ; isome\talK of dlsbanjling'the church drganlzatlon. In .the ve'arly 
189CCs it finally'did, become necessary.--We have, never beenjaWef.ito. ' 
establish the exact;date..'.The building* continued oh,' usdsediCxcept -
for occasional;' community meetings, entertainments,-" 'or.'"political'-
.rallies, forjanother eight to ten years, and finally itj^tob, dlsap'pejured. 

;-:A m âh" W^irenremb>red-4n^ 
glven-tho-.tasit^of_.dIsmantItng. it,, t h e - l a t e William• Morton^True; 
whose,son Fred still lives ip Henry, and 'has one very vivid recollec­
tion of the affair,, sustained while "helping," as a lad of about seven 
or ."eight years, his- father in the task. He was attempting to. pull a 

-"ffdvlsoi 
stubborn nail from, a timber, and it came suddenly-loose with, enough 
force ' tha t the Hammer flew up and hit him in the facfe.-The- result iec'atiB'0-tpday'.jibt^aJsingle stone In It is left'standing.-

' •The!tteea >acre'"tra^ sported _until almost timg for 
of Ffa'nk Cliff,^hosQ-hbm'e'iis'ilmost directly school tSat fail. ' " .' , ~ —^-f^ 
a few^ds^e|t^ v . n Th^ ( ;q^ cjipcii;i3uilding.was gone, and "the cem'eteryi 

; itseif'a 'cc^nplete « h a ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 4 f ^ ^ i s n ^ n ' t o possession of it!. 
over,50yiarsIago; 'bui-^!- I-i"§tL5 n e slfe is'cbverea^uliy with grass;| 
an4,no, brush has eve? been allowed tb?'falce over," as in so-manjj. 
otfiors bf-iits^y^e* T^-pappens to'be more 'than can be said of any, 
others of-the pldi abandoned;"cemeterles we Intend to describe In thisj ' 
series. • '!' , '^'-'* < i < • . v 

" ' Church Member? Experience Difficulties 
The. history of:this UtUe cemetery is also the history of the churchi 

that once, stood beside it?'-Both'Had.,a fairly, short) and somewhat, 
stprmy''llf^i !^n^t|)()lft hfve vapjshdd into almost complete oblivion, 
except ln-,thft mernprjes-.o*, thq'fe>v remaining "old-timers" of the 
community; whd o'linly remembor. them. 
/ ,'Sb!i^eob£;"tHef'Mstdryi'of'rJ0th was published In one of tho news-i 

* ' ' - M * ™ ^ ^ rbpe'atlng 
' Quits 
.actlvl- , 

i Ellsworth's volurfte published In/ 
or that information; Uie^balanoe^ 

^nt'ho'^n^pfipl'ti>'Knd incornpletp, wb'have had to unearth from old/ 
n?WspaperfillesJ:ana ih'd, Bbmewftatf dim meTrrories-tjf^-few-^wJiajui 

•^JsTn^-rmtcernlri'rffeian^ nb more than 50;.iperhapa-^ 
fewef;"p'f^pr^'slt||j',JjyingS^)ip xerr^ember anything at all a b o u t l i anii~ 
only.fclf^plLthgriklSWS^ Inside;the bulldlttg.i Even,'.-; 

: some'|bltllfli?a gh&^s goAe^gh^.confl ic tmgdet^l lsVaboui t i^ >J, 
j - ^ ^ ^ a a S M f a ^ was the "second of the fbthT' 

Whitefje |4;*^c^& ^' fbg organlsted, but the drstT^-Erect-a-bulldlngf-
arld this iasjTiVtal PX-farJ'tlie largest building, almost twice the ground 

-Ilbor'area'olftjjVnoxWargostr t 
. I" The/[qi;iaW2atfoivyr)t^lhg took place in n sphnnl-houso near the 
l b c f l t l 6 i i " ^ } K ? S ^ { ^ M ^ ^ ^ r | ^ t ^ the-church was_actually built A 
committee^ ;f^rr^tfefe'eabyteryro£-i|ebrla met with the little circle ol 
pros"pectl^6 flfbmbiJr^on Tuesday,'May 16, 1854, and after the neces-f 

,8nry s^0ps''had/rje^ta|;eip the church was pronounced as "duly 
Banked.'*!,, • 

-•AllJiwSnt.well,Ellsworth soys.'for a few years, with regular servlcn 

dehly tookf &tv entirely! different turn; Ellsworth cites the ensuing 
events as. "making locn'l -filstorv for all time to come." 
,-,.,;»( i "i v : i ;«-j. , '( . . ; j ; - : . ., 

Member Gets Out of Hand 
It seems that a considerable dispute arose as to the location of 

the anUcipated'bulltog'.^'ilut'perhaps we'd best lot Ellsworth tell us 
about It In) his quit'erreTreshlng Stylo" and choice of words and expres­
sions,: ".' . . . in Mar£h\"l"8J57 ,. cr. a'business meeting was held to de- x 

vise measure's'forjiha,ere'cf4on of a house worthy of worship. At this 
meeting considerable ill-feeling was developed, chiefly upon the ques­
tion of location. A'prominent member, and one who by reason of his 
woalth,^jid jios^on. was expected to contribute liberally to the enter* 
prlso^waSjpb^sultcdV^ut hty preference as to a location was ignored, 
by the •mnVorlty, whereupon he became exceeding wroth, expressing 
himself wltirmuch grdntor force than elegance , . ." 

EftSiWbflh^ Jherl gciesori to describe the rcmalndor of the meeting, 
in almost/as^,much d'e'taij as if he, hlnisclf had been present, indleat-
l n g *y<r\.t' the member'in question wound up his rather torrid tirade by 
"frniftt|fl>lng thf mnjnrlly In n InrnlHy tmni- nrrtf^-4fir wnrmth thnni 

Pollow_lng~ihiB little outburst of temper, tne menibet' In q.uei.lluii-
" was lnmieuiately^uspehded, and notwithstandingjhis objections, the 

majority went ahead nn'd accopted a sltc-dona'tlon offer of W. H. 
Brassfleld;"^H~aTft~tKb$e days opetnted a tile'factory 'at Redtownj 
Corners, a mlfpahd'a'.rjalf rtotlh of the highway crossing Justeast ofi 
the site known for many years as 'JLundy's corners " -

pr? i '•«Jhjucn;8ujit 99\j»ai» Ago 
Some 20 months .after the meeting just described, the church was. 

finished^ and "dedicated with appropriate services the morhlng'and ev-
enlngfcailke of Sunday, Nov. 21, 1838, just a few weeks short of 99 
years-ago. It. was;<-tis: indicated nbove^ of red brick, somewhat re-« 
sembllngHhe'pfe'sdrit Hen'^r'Consolidated Grade school's brick in color, 
and, although M£o do,hot.jcnow for sure, probably manufactured'at the ' 
old Paynp-W'&of^brickyard on Western avenue road, near the Henry-! 
Whltefield'township line; (Mrs. Mary Payne, apparently the second, 
wife of fidwaiK,s,Pa)me, one of the partners, was a member of the 

Cemetery Loses Popularity 
When Ellsworth wrote his historical volume in 1880, almost his 

only co'm.ment ^regarding the cemetery itself was, that In "later 
years, "Its members began, to show a preference for other, locations." 
Granting that It was first begun at or about the time of th'ej,'com­
pletion of trie buildlrtg Itself, (fall of 1858), it probably" served the 
little parish for only about 20 years. At least, what few stones we 
have been" able ta~examlne, all show dates of death in the 185Q's 
and 1880's; though from old newspaper obituaries, we learned that a 
few burials in ' i t 'did take .place*In the early 1870's. I * "* 

The reason' for the "preference for other locations" Ellsworth 
cites Is fairly obvious: in tnose days, it was'generally thought best 
to have cemetery locations on hillsides, or a t least, sloping ground 
which has some chance of drainage — such things as water-proof 
burial vaults were unknown a t that t ime —• and. this cemetery,.jyas 
Just about exactly level. But more than, likely, the William H. Brass;-
Cleld land- donation for the site of cemetery and /church was like 
the proverbial "gift horse," and' aftb<''squelchlng" the unruly 'but 
perhnps still wlser-than-they memberde^crjbej^eartier in th isstory, 

when low pressure-' areas 
ada-*- start a- southward-movement 
of cold air. So, for the ; average 
hunter to plan hls«i'duck hunting 
trips,he should guess when low 
pressure is going to arrive, over the 
duck concentrating,arpa" of Can­
ada. • " 

A great many Illinois duck hunt­
ers feel- compelled to go hunting 
jm. opening day. even though they 
do not expect.to find too many 
clucks. They figure'that the'ducks 
that, are -down will maybe be 
dumber'than late arrivals. 

At This Writing Only a Hcmdlul 
of Ducks* in This Area 

_Possibly'by ; 'thi tlnte thls'ls pub-
iisKecT tne^greW-^^rnigratlon-i-ol 
ducks from the-nor th will have 
started., This is the average date 
when they usually arrive. 

The fellow who can wait for this 
migration and then drop every­
thing td take off for his blind is 
the fortunate hunter. New birds, 
upon,arrival, are not too gun shy 
"bTrtraxter-a-f ew-days- ol_"barnmer 
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widespread- attbritioh.'' Game'-man; 
Sgers '.fromYb^lier S ta te s *regu|arly. 
visi£4Ji'e.^refujfes;_arid_the."Fish, and 
Wildlife ServiceThas - shown .:'lht.erf 
est in?' : them,,- ps'-Have'. Canadian^ 
authorities wjib ( want- ' to ' know" 
what ' happens .to waterfPwl-after,. 
they:leav£ (the;. ftorthem'Tnestirj'g j 

l -groun'ds.-^^—— tx— .\A 
"TworDollar Goose'' ,is,^inVinter> 

-estirigiiook; a t ^Illinois' program to 
provide- goocT pbblrftThuntliig. frlti-
success ca'n be ' judged from, the,re-_ 
mark made! by, a JKahsari'. hunter' 
who drove 450 miles from hisl.home 
to hunt: ' ' \ -
'. "Holding a. isump-jipnker by the 
neck,"he pointed toward the"brok­
en, formation of geese.. .•'Aln't'that 
something?', he sald.;".'Nothlng*llk'e 
tha t Where I'J come .;from^' ;.^'hen, 
rjoldlrig out' his* gOese, he added: 
'And Imagine this,.all for a measly, 
two bucks'." ..• y . 

?4 ;>A«|^4*pe|ib4^f^^ijBP''^eg'. xather closely to 'the' W-i 

Mine, V I have> broken a w a y : a couple-of times "AM '?*9W 

."..weekend.::,^,. 
.Thursday n lgh t ;^ we'nt.;Over.,to Henry-SenachwinJ-w ' 

,'Uo enrbtf inan â duij;; class oa electrical'wiring COMZHPM 
. ^ a f ^ c l t o - t e i i ^ e r ' , < ^ % % h a b I | , \ f f ^ | l 

L T ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ 7 p e a ^ e a l r b f r j r e g a r d . l Q r our loc^ ' 

-,-, I ani "astr.ong'adVbcate of adult education, a l t h o ^ M 
-, take brie long to -discover that the learning prbcess^^S; 
-the' ;half-century'mark,'doe's hot click exactly as ic/ft^F 

who were thoy«to object with a very clpar-consclence? 
Sugar Grove and-^jtenry City,, arid perhaps Sparland cemeteries 

were-pib~''bTrIelrT""""c1i^^ finally began 
"OBlT - " - h ^ d e a ^ h e n - - ^ 
tery took ^place, b u t q u t t ^ . llkcly,i In, the" 188,0's. 

, ,T^re4Ver^sor^jbu^istonosf|vlth^ still legible inscriptions ayail^,' 
able'for inspection when the 'county historical society visited it lost 
OcU i .ymii i ' w knotty through newspaper obituaries of at least sfx 
more. This total is still only about 40 percent of the til)-odd buTiahrin— 
It which,Frank: Cllft, Its present dwner ( estimates. Those known twb 
dozen are-almost equally divided between adults and children. 

_ Some uaVe Local Living llelailvos-
Only two- names a^earlncf "BrT stpHes "In i r t t re at presei 

septed In Henry and surrounding area: a Daniel McVlcker, who died 
July 4, 1862, at the age of 30 years and two months; and two 
members of a Brown" family, which wo have been told by a distant 
relative arc part of t h e extensive Brown relationship which Includes 
fhe whole Henklns family, most of tho Putnam and'Lone Tr"ee Ander­
sons, and a few actual Browns In Henry, of the Adam. Brown fanllly:i 
Elizabeth Brown, wife of -Simon, who died Nov; 23, 1858, at 6T years;, 
of age; exactly two days after the dedication of the building Itself, 
and possibly'among the very first few burials in the cemetery; and 
n Mary L. Brown, daughter of T. P. Brown, who died Jan. 2, 1862; at 
the age of 14 years, 10 months, and 6 days, quite possibly a grand­
daughter of Elizabeth. * '. 

All the other names: Cunningham, Terwilllger, Beeks, Eckly, 
Deyoe, Dlohl, Patterson, Yates, *iartsT-Byers, Hervey, 'Rogers, and 
Kirk, are at present wholly missing from area directories. 

A few, however,- do have' -some- distant relatives -living here­
abouts, or may be related to p a r b or tnelr families: tho Kirk family, 
once very prominent in Whltefield, are related to the Barnes family, 
of Whltefield; and a portion of the Dlohl family, though ndt the • 
one'burled in Matisfleld cemetery,- is related t o ' t h e Hunt family 
of Henry amTSparland. 

Up until a. fc\y years ago, one surviving member of the Paris" 
family lived .In .this area, but died and was burled elsewhere.'This 
Fnrls family was among the "loading lights" in both the. original 
organization, of the church, nnd most of its actual existence. A Rev. 
Faris was a member o t the Presovtuiy's' uiL;mil^u-Unn mmmlltce. qnri 
n n n t h n V n f • -^nmi* nami> w a s - o n p of its early-pastors, arid an 

TEpre-1 - rlast-season^left-^ith^trteJImltr 
Illinois' system of promoting 

public shooting grounds in con-

R. P. Faris was its clerk of session Secretary ot ihi ufflLlal buui'd) 

The chur.cl\'8 flpor' dimensions were 40 by 70 feet, by quite." "a"blt 
the largest structure of the four Whltefield churches. Its cost WRS; 
about' 32,0^)0',—'ttijollt one-seventh of^what.a similar building would 

-cosLtpdgyj^-^ stood on., the Wpst third of'the three-acre tract, with 
the. cemetery~occup^r igTh^a"r^^^ j 
the actual burials in-the latter, judgliig by what stones 'are'available, 
^pr Inspection, neve?peached even very close to its, easterly end*. 

.. W%e"hav,]6 tried rbpeadly to find some one" who remembered the in­
terior of the church well-enough to describe it, but the following is the 
closest we'can-come to it—and this was ibid us by ari elderly lady-
who dlml^'^e'mem^eri attending occasional "evangelistic services" ̂ tru 
It, as d 'ciilid,'though «he herself and her family'Were, affiliated with' 
•Uie Whltefield Center..Methodist cfiurch; she also qualifies'her des-

-^InttogJiSdth-thg fact that her memory "might"no|t be. altogether a«s. 
s-irate" bn'a "f̂ iy of the-details; 

- g u m y i n Tt^mp Chgndeliers -
Our informant did'ndt Temamber whether'the interior v/ao' of tins 

snms brick'no the anterior, pr plasterer;, but It painted, rather! Mary .Jane, _ end ' ahe died;Apri?-
than pa^lredr'The iUrnisfttogc wsifsVs? itcrc. sisgeni, tiougis r;ct tec- I t W s nianrJas©. Thomas.'Bead E^'s: 

for a very Jong period. When tho Faris family left, thb church was 
mortally crippled \ 

Two Civil War Veterans 
For historical reasons, and human as-well, next after the Faris 

family In importance would probably come thnt of Samuel Byers; 
one of the two Civil AVar veterans b'u.rled there, a man with" a mos$, 
sympathy-provoking story. 

We reprint In full the rather brief and sketchy but meaningful • 
obituary which 'appeared for him in the Henry- News-Republican 
issue of Feb. 2&?1872: ' " ' " - ' 1 1 ' \ 

"We chronicle this week the death of Samuel Byers of. WblteV 
field; he has been an invalid for a number of years, but aftec losing' 
two-wives by death, he has managed to keep his-little faWly of' 
three children. together. At 'h is death the irlends have given homes 
to the orphansV-He enlisted In Col. Marshall's 1st Illinois cavalry'at 
*ho comn^cemcaJt-Of .the_svar, xms captured.at-the-battle of Lexlngs -

'ton, Mo„ and paroled. Subsequently, by accident, his name got on 
the enlistment roll twice,"and'both names were drawn,'but 1 on ex­
amination he was .rejected. Ho was a member of the Presbyterian 
church-of jWhltefleld, and lived, a consistent'life.',', • ' 1 7 

~ XTtre lasV-expregsionr-comrnojLinvjobltu'artos of that period, sign!-' 
fled tha t he 'ha 'd 'been a m a n of good moral character,~arVd~a~total-
Obstainer from alcohol.) • jr. (• 

His "official" \denth nojlce, appearjiig apart*from-the obituary, 
gives his a g e J as 'hs," which would make hlraborn probably abb\rt' 
1826. Oddly enough,,no cause of death .Is glvprifln either, an extremis 
rarity ;hv those days:' • ' 

- ; , Lost' Two Children Also . ' ' , ^ ' 
- , \ 'Neither thef names of his deceased wives/ ho* any,o£ his Chlldreri, 

anr>?arJri'eiuie'r-'.death. nbtlqfe' of ;:pbltuary, nor'.dbea.tha fact , that ha 
lostrat leas t ' two -chjyidren. both^unedvln^thls . 'c&rrVet^^ihe nan\e'; 
of-4hWir^-wKe^w3ifiaelctpnejv/^ found on our recent .visit'^tfiete," was" 1 

• t-a tic:* less cfeteji'Sa iateaS, SeusKt^j,' f 

in'g'; "they soon acquire their tricky' 
ways to keep out of range of the 
hunters. ' . 

Bow and Arrow Hunting Ends" 
As bow rand arrow hunting end­

ed October 15 everywhere" but on 
the big water fowl refuges in 
Southern Illinois, the Department 
of-Conservation began assessing 
results of the bow season. 

While final results are not at 
this time available, the kill by 
archers during the first 15 days of 
the month throughout the entire-
state will be slightly over 100. 

About half of these were taken 
on "the refuges in the south, while 
the other" half were taken" In 
northern counties, excepting' an or-
casional. kill In such exceptional 
counties as Cass and Marshall. 

Two-Dollar Goose 
Illinois' .'county public"shooting 

groujnd^will be featured in the No-
vemDer issue-nrf-Outdoer—Life, 

New Law Is AiS 
To the Widows 
Of fill Veterans 
Released by Varna Correspondent 

Wlllard A. Manning, admlnistra-
trator of the Illinois Veteran's 
Commission, - has . advised.i^vWd^ 
ows of veterans that President 
Eisenhower has signed Public Law 
85-209 which establishes a more 
liberal policy in granting death 
compensation or pension. This 
18W became effective October % 
1957. 

Many widows • of World War I 
and World War II veterans failed 
to qualify, ,'for- death compensation 
or pension because they 'had not 
been married to the veteran for a 
period of at least ten years prior 
to his death. 

Mr. Manning stated that Public 
Law 85-209 establishes a uniform 
marriage requirement of five or 
more years, unless a child or child' 

Authored by Tom McNally, , the 
article Is '" titled "Two-Dollar 
Goose." It covers a two-day hunt 

terest to hunters who have,-trouble 
bagging ,the)r limit' of geese. 

The'authpr says i r i the article, "I 
rtove'r thought 'bargain shooting 
coulirte-so--goodr-but^-thl&ZJlliriols 
trip changed my mind." He said 
that hunter succesa. at Union has 
b'efin fantastic. Ninety P.er cent of 
the sportsmen visiting the area 

" .'Saturday j^ght,''Mbby7ari'd7l wenf'to'"Peoria a n d T S ^ 
time ; on: the" Bradley"' university campus and at the.~neHr 
Student centen.',"-" - »* 

- . .The ' occasion, was- the fall , meeting of the Peorkdi, 
of Sigma Deita'Chi^ a "journalistic fraternity which includes^ 
membership, most' of the' newspaper, TV, and radio pe&vJil 
Peoria area;-..! r: i v •« 

ugeand should-be "ofspfMSHriTn^fo^^ 

S r a f e & t t S S S ^ Not boasting at all. but when 
^ 1 will do ft llttib^weeping,—help put some ink In thetieg 

' to the post off/be and'-get the mall; pay a bill or two; ani 
ably - wind' up 'fhe week's Issue by helping to mall papen'ttf 

is required, 
Those wfdows who;have been 

previously denied beriefits because 
the . n e a t ^ t T ^ 5 p o i s ^ V ? r e T a ^ r-^scrlbers. 
Commission Office for assistance 
In determining their eligibility at 
this time. •/ 

in Marshall County, veterans 
sh"VH fnntnnj—H«»—tlllnals Vpt.e-

commission officer at rans' 
sheriff's office, Court 
Lacon. 

Thr nrrrlfp nffl^er Is available 

the 
House in 

on Wednesday "between, the -hours 
of 10:00 A. Ms. and 4:0 P. M. 

Qeraldlne Curtis Byers, had.died, Sept. 18, 1866, at not quite.three 
months, and on Feb. 13, 1867, the- tatter's mother, Samuel Byers' 
second wife, Rachel C. Byers, at the age of 36. Her obituary states 
that she was born In Ohio county, W. Va. <county seat: Wheeling). 

Samuel Byers himself died Feb. 22, 1872,- according to the pub­
lished death notice, but we found no stone for him. For many years, 
the local G.A.R. post used to nail two flags to a tree along the edge" 
of tho cemetery, near the rpadside fence, in vmemory of„ the t\vb 
veterans (tho other was Richard Stutz, of whorri we have np,furthor 
Information'than that he served in the 28th Illinois Infantry regi­
ment), but even the tree is gone now. 

Some of the above information was published in one of the 
newspapers 'carrying this series, several years ago (under a similar 
heading, "War.Heroes, of Former Years"). At the time, we had-no 
further ^information regarding the three orphan children. Since then, 
however, on one of our frequent "browsing expeditions" through old 
newspaper files, we mav have discovered what happened to a possi­
ble one of them. On May 18, 1882, a Mary J(ane?) Byers died at 
Dunlap, 111., of consumption, at the age of z3; her actual date of 
birth was March 4, 1857 (the day upon which President Buchanan was 
Inaugurated)'. No mention of, her parentage or other survivors is. 
glveri. But the fact that her obituary ap'peared In a Henry newspaper, 
although her, death took place entirely outside its normal circula-
\\nm nrnn, Wnirtil inaiwtVrTlviT --Tif> wnij frnnwn tp some people within 
It: Also, the name Byera is far from being <t all common, and its" 
far more common spelling itl "Bt-^uiA." T l — i t s e l f , prbbabfv 

Along-'with'Bill-Sanders of the Chlilicothe Bulletin, 
Bflederer-of "the "Morton News, and about 15 others from the | 
or!a !area,'wia were'received^lnto' the membership of the a 
tiori, in a ceremony conducted by Tom Connor, the TV-im,,™ 
whose name^lncldentauy^ Is -Tom Seplch and not Tom G*U 
and he 'Imfis" from "Canton* where the Sepich's ate well*S^| 

"athletic circles? — ,''". • 
Being received into membership of the organization^, 

peclally- gratifying to me, as, for personal reasons, I haj ^ 
some day" to be,a-member of Sigma Delta Chi, an qr̂ altoS, 
which stresses the Importance of talent, energy, arid ^tirj 
theTfield 'of journallsjii.' 

_. The speaker a t our program was Harrison L%, a stall j 
ber of Time Magaztne.~lilly-tbld of the immense sU 
employs in prbduclng^ Its magazine. It was Interesting toijl 
learn, that the magazine has several hundred writers, and tttij 
dpm does a storyappear In the magazine as It Is originally? 

On the more- important stories, there are usually ai 
more of reporters working and many hands and mlndjoa'J 
caslon collaborate" In writing a single paragraph. 

It has always been, a puzzle to me how a big assortatiji 
minds can be co-ordinated in writing a sentence or parapjfh;t| 
Time magazine seems to get the job done In a famous wâ j-j 

Our writing here on the News-Republican Is done ui a < 
erably different manner. 

. To illustrate, these few paragraphs, which admiuefly_i| 
not Up to Time's specifications, are being written by the j 
who 'holds the joint title of owner nnd sweeper of the 1 
News-Republicam Instead of having a copy writer and i 
for this column! It Is'-'pelng set directly onto the Unolyp«i 

Our system lsquTte dtifSrerrt from- Time's, buU 
about i t all, fs tha t Time seems to be happy with their set-np"̂  
so are we. 

Durlng-the past week the writer has had ihe pflvtlege-of-ti 
ing with several individuals who have some first-hand tawfe 

- rv f -+h« iaptr ih i cm nf school-integration of the races in ArkansiiJ 

Mary Jane, identical with Samuel Byers' urst wife's, nnd all the 
other circumstances, seem to indicate that she was a daughter of 
him and "his first'wife. ( • ' 

The ?ephcmiah' Bell Family 
One other very prominent family in Mansfield church history was-

the- Zephanjah Bell family, which retired from farming in the Mans­
field, arqa and moved to Henry;" "affiliating -with the 'Henry Piesby-. 
terlan church pri May 16, 1875. (Mr. Bell passed away 'some 19 
months' later, but was burled In Henry City cemetery; his wife,-
Sarah, died .in, March, 1882, and was burled beside him.)-Mr.. Bell's " 
obituary states- that he was for many years .a ruling eider in.-the 
Mansfield chprch.' ' . ' ' ' " ' . 
"-*'.' 'As'mostc..coupJes..dld In those days, these people had a large 
jtamlly. Among their chlldteQ '-were 'pel;3«^£ihmi^S^J^M&tdk^tz 
and-Robertr-H. BelI.-Among^tterv6i!y"Iew living; descendants .of. the 

[Zephartlah Bells^ InHhls area is a''great-granddaughte'r, Liia.Bell (Mrs. 
Clarence) Poling of, Peor ia , 'a formef Henry resident. (Note: there 
were, at least three Bell. families' residents of Western Marshall 
county, none 'of whom appear to have^beea related,, or a t least, x 

very.;closely.> - • • " \ . ' , , 
—-There_Is^ some evidence that a few>graves might have been 
moved out n f ' t h p l^aTisIIeia'-cemetoTVr-Tn-ona-cpot-, npnr l(-g ain>h_ 
central bpundry, a depression which gives the appearance of graves 
re-opened and then- not filled In level, "Is easily noted. Quite a little 
activity of this type. took place in the closing years of the 19th 
century in several of the W^utefleld cemeteries, Including the whbfe 
of the old Buicsbn. cemetery, as we'have noted. • 

If there was ever a plat kept o f ' t h e Mansfield cemetery — 
.which would have been a genuine rfirfty, In those daysl — no one 
rwie-itavtf ijvuv' qutiatlaned, has the laintest idea -where it might be. 
If any reader ^can supply us .Vrtth. any. additional information about' 
'tjus church, Its .cemetery, or any persorio buried in it, the "county" 

have talked with three or four formern;esl?n7Trts--of̂ Af)a 
are in touch witl^ the! situation there, and have also (sllralij 
news reporters who have been on the .scene 

It remains to be seen what the final result of the Llttlel 
disturbances will be, but there Is a widespread belle/Hut £ 
Faubus has done his State a disservice and that he mayilUl| 

, materially detracted from his own personal nnd political i 
by his"actions dnd decisions in the Arkansas case. 

Also there is the belief going around that the prestige o(j 
U. S. News & World Report may have suffered due to Uiei 
tence of Its editor, David Lawrence, that there Is no such t" 
a 14th, amendment, to the -Constitution, and that con: 
the Federal Government is powerless to enforce Its position i 
segregation. The U. S. News arguments on the subject haven 
nothing Tto tft'e promotion of, law and order nnd soda! )oV 

As the excitement over Little Rock gradually tubslilaj 
* opinion.-Is. Slowly femerglrig that the right of the federal! 
riieiit to enforce*' 'integration of schools Is becoming m 
established.. It is quite.true that in some areas perhaps6 
tion will never take place, as the races will, where condltaM 
mit, perhnps desire to atterid their own schools. But out rfl 

"present turmoil will eventually come th<- belief and the Hf»| 
individuals, regardless of race, color, or creed, to attend th*9 

of their choice. The question at issue Is not to put all <*| 
irt-theiiam'e schools, but to ostabllsh the equal rights of alii 
under the law and social" custom. 

'ihli> w - i U f n , n n ^ - o thprr j h r J V n i -1 Hr- |n iMir fP suut' 
been impressed with reports brought bacTn**rirtiy-h>UJ 
of travelers who haye visited Europe Invariably, the? reXJj 
Western Germany -is making rapid strides, they report I^P 
has been more rebuilding since World War If In Western OS* 
thtfn in' any other couritry of Europe, and that tW'iWJ*! 
Western Germany appear to be prosperous and happy - • 

We are anxious for someone to g ive us the formal*! 
being followed by these people to restore their country if »lj 
tion of strength. I t would be Interesting lo know the i " 
cedure to follow to achieve happiness and prosperity wi \ 
is that so much more progress Is m a d e In some place* 1*1 
others. ' ' 1 

We will close this little, contribution on a Jess soleW* 
quoting from a news release left wltB us Monday si"1* 
Fred Darr of Princeton, a 'representative,^ the Dtt^j 
^ ^ ^ r p p e r a j i v e . Fred is concerned about «*ste artll 
Particular ilhsfancejwith' the waste of rlertric current. <)\ 

Fred says we ought to watch for dripping faucets tB<&* 
_ especially thoso. which' deliver hot water from electric b«* 

. He sa^s a "faucpf That drips 15 drop-nrr"" 1 "* 
»8 gpllqiisia month: and-will waste r: kilo«att hoigi 
T ^ J ' Y 3 1 " 6 3 a t about" a quarter If th.- drip Is at t»» _ 
120 arpps''a''"m{hute; the loss is 429 gallons a moati*8** 

'waste' W 107 ktjowatt hour?, worth about 52 H . 
'The moral," Darr rightfully insists i s to have yourW?1 

-get-LSyed.' ' 

Wctbrteal saaety, woplcr-2ladly-welcoTno-It 
This week Moby ana I are looking iovX"f.^u 

Jeaatiailiftfejtlme'at the annual fall me*i 
feC3-ociatip.il e}. D^cgutrl'" ~ 
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